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Quick Facts Sheet
· Organization: The Consortium for Belizean Development, Inc. is a non-profit organization incorporated in the District of Columbia since 1985. The organization has a 501 c (3) status from the Internal Revenue Service. The Consortium is an umbrella organization. It is the only National Belizean organization in the United States.

· Purpose: The organization was established for the purpose of assisting the people of Belize and Belizeans throughout the world by: (1) alleviating hardship caused by economic social and natural conditions and disasters. (2) fostering and promoting the education, care, culture, and general well being of the people of Belize. and (3) engaging in relevant research, educational, and informational activities.

· Approach: The Consortium undertakes projects in the interest of deserving causes relating to Belizeans and Belize’s welfare. It also arranges for services by consultants in close collaboration with the organization. The primary focus of the organization is Technical Assistance, Charitable Procurement, Financial Assistance, Promotional and Informational Activity and Education.

· Structure: The Corporation is divided into three regions, Eastern, Central and Western. Included in the Eastern Region are Belize, the Caribbean Islands, Central America, Mexico, and Europe.

· Governance: an Executive Committee and a Board of Directors govern The Corporation. The Executive Committee consists of the Patron, the President, the Immediate Past President, the Executive Vice President, the Treasurer, the Executive Secretary, three Regional Vice Presidents, and committee chairpersons appointed by the President. The Board of Directors consists of twelve members from each region for a total of thirty-six. 

· Present Executive: The current Executive Committee consists of Dr. Lennox Pike - Patron, Dr. Errol Glenn Elrington - President, Ms. Verona Jemmott-Burks, J.P. – Immediate Past President/Western Region V.P., Ms. Laverne Smith – Executive Vice President/Membership Committee Chair, Ms. Elaine Proby – Treasure, Ms. Kim Hernandez – Executive Secretary, Mrs. Heather Leslie-Johnson – Eastern Region V.P. and Mrs. Anne Gillett-Elrington – Central V.P., Dr. Robert Bennett – Human Resource Chair, Mr. Jorge Clarke and Hubert-Bodden – Project Committee Co-chairs completes the Executive Committee.
· Advisory Board: The Organization currently has an Advisory Board that provides recommendations, technical assistance, necessary information and advisement towards steering the organization towards achieving its goal. The current board consists of Derek Asiedu-Akrofi, Attorney, Marlene Leslie, Educator, Abigail Mckay, Ph.D., Community Organizer, Curren Price, California State Senator and Robert Ferrell, former Los Angeles City Councilman and Community Activist. 

· The Consortium For Belizean Development, Inc. has several projects we are currently supporting. 
Village Adoptions: 

In 2009 – The Consortium adopted the Village of Georgeville. Since adopting the village they have received shipments of clothing and groceries. St. Hilda’s Anglican School was also the recipient of computers from the Consortium’s computer project.
The Gales Point Government School was adopted in 2001 ongoing support has ranged from school to cutlery supplies.
In 1997, the Consortium’s Western Region adopted Hattiville Government School. Support has remained steady and ongoing. 
Educational Programs:

Since January - 2007 the organization through Belizean native Douglas Griffith has donated computers, printers, softwares and computer accessories to educational institutions throughout Belize.

Computer Recipients. 

2007 - Ebenezer Primary School, Hattieville Government School.
2008 – Louisiana Government School in Orange Walk, Ebenezer Primary Schools, Burrell Boom Methodist School, Ladyville Public Library, Guinea Grass Village Council, and the Kriol Council.
2009 – YWCA, National Youth Cadet Service Corp, Guinea Grass Pentecostal School and Ebenezer Methodist School. 
2010 – Samuel Haynes Institute of Excellence and St. Hilda’s Government school in Geogeville.

Through our affiliate in the Central Region, the Belize Association of Michigan, we support the Margaret Ewing Pike Scholarship Fund – Awarding scholarships at Wesley College since 2003.
The Consortium is currently in its 7th year of support for the YMCA - Help Early Leavers Program (HELP), a program that provides yearly scholarships to students in continuing education who are learning a trade at the YWCA center.
Affiliate Consortium San Diego sent a donation of School supplies to Crooked Tree Village School during the summer of 2009. 
In 2005 and 2007, the youth arm of the organization held youth conferences in Los Angeles.
In July of 2006, the Consortium embarked on the Take a Book Home Campaign, encouraging Belizeans and friends of Belize to take all age children’s books with them if they are visiting Belize for donation to the Belize National Library Service.
In 2006, the organization embarked on a sponsorship feeding program for Hattieville Government School through our affiliate Belizeans and Friends of Atlanta. 

Medical Support:

Affiliate, Belize Association of Michigan supports Friends of Pediatrics with Dr. Grinage. BAM collects and stores medical supplies and equipment for shipment to Belize. 
During the summer of 2009, affiliate Consortium San Diego made contributions to and volunteered at the Belize Cancer Center in Dangriga. A donation of medical supplies was also made to the Poly Clinic in San Pedro.    

Belizean and Friends Association of Atlanta (BAFA), our Eastern Region affiliate distributed medical supplies for ten years throughout Belize. 

Creative Arts:

In 2006, the Consortium co-sponsored and accompanied member organization Elegant Flair Dance Troup for the Elegant Flair Dance Tour 2006. The group toured the southern part of Belize and gave several performances in Belize City. 
In March of 2007, the Consortium collaborated with the producers of Noh Matta Wat, Belize’s first television drama series to promote and distribute DVDs of the television show in the United States.

Community Outreach

The Consortium is currently in our fourth year of support for the KREM Christmas Toy Drive.
The Consortium is currently in its fifth year of volunteering at the annual Los Angeles marathon. Organization members provide support by assisting at a water station.

In 2009 the Consortium participated in the Annual Friends Feeding Friends – a program that feeds Los Angeles skid row homeless population. The program is sponsored by the Brotherhood crusade of Los Angeles.
Several donations have been made to the Golden Haven Rest Home. 
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